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MINUTES OP THE AYUNTAMIENTO OF SAN FELIPE 
DE AUSTIN, 1828-1832 

VI 

EDITED BY EUGENE C. BARKER 

LIST of Copies of documents archie ved which copies were drawn 
by said Fisher and Certified by him as secy pro tem of the Ayunto. 
as well official letters and decrees as other papers, all of which he 
done secretly and without the knowledge of the Alcalde or Ayun- 
tamto and without doubt for the purpose of creating confusion 
and excitement 

19 Nineteen copies of official letters directed by the Alcalde to 

the Chief of Department and other authorities. 
21 Twenty one copies of official letters directed to the Alcalde 
and Ayunto. by the Chief of Department and other func- 
tionaries 

6 Six copies of the memorandums of correspondence received 
by the Alcalde from the Chief of Department. 

4 four copies of the acts of the Ayuntamto. 

2 two copies of decrees of the Legislature One of No 128 and 
one of No. 62. 

2 two copies one of the notice of the Empresario Austin of 
20th nov 29 and the other the regulation of the Commis- 
sioner genl Juan Anto. Padilla respecting surveying 

The meeting [p. 49] adjourned until the 18th day of the present 
month 

Thos. Barnett 
Samuel M. Williams 

Secy pro tem 

In the town of San Felipe de Austin on the 18th of October 
1830. The members of the Ayunto. met this day pursuant to a 
request of the prest. present Thomas Barnett prest. Jesse H. 
Cartwright 2d regidor Walter C. White 3d Regidor and William 
Pettus Sindico procurador. The president required the secretary 
pro tem to read over the act of the 16th instant inasmuch as the 
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2d Regidor was not present at that time which met the unanimous 
approbation of the body as Mr. Cartwright confirmed all that had 
been done in that day in the affair relative to George Fisher the 
former Secy protem and the whole was confirmed as recorded and 
ordered to be published for the informatinn of the inhabitants of 
the municipality; and also it was ordered that authorised copies 
of the acts of 5th and 16th insts. should be made out and trans- 
mitted to the Chief of the Department, and to the Commandant 
Genl Dn. Manuel de Mier y Teran, for the purpose of showing 
those functionaries the causes of the removal of George Fisher 
and his subsequent conduct. The Ayunto. adjourned and agreed 
to meet on the 23d of the present month. An election of militia 
officers was ordered for the portion of a company on the Colo- 
rado and Labaca above the Atascosito to be held at Robinsons and 
presided by ¥m. Pettus Sindico Procurador on Saturday the 13th 
of Nov next. 

Thos. Barnett 
Samuel M. Williams 

Secy pro tem 

[p. 50] In the Town of San Felipe de Austin on the 23d day 
of October 1830. The Ayuntamto. in session this day pursuant to 
the adjournment of the extraordinary session of the 18th of this 
month. The proceedings of the last meeting as recorded were 
read over and approved. A petition was presented by William 
H. Jack in behalf of Seth Ingram and Hosea H. League which 
was read and ordered to be filed for the purpose of giving the 
subject matter of the prayer a full and mature deliberation, in 
order that the members may be enabled at the next regular meet- 
ing [to] decide upon its merits. 87 The prest. then represented to 

"See page 188, note 30, and below, November 2. A letter from Austin to 
Ramon Musquiz (Austin Papers, miscellaneous, November 30, 1830, in 
file of June, 1830) gives some facts concerning this case which became a 
cause celebre. John 6. Holtham while drunk wandered into Ira Ingrain's 
yard and was ejected by him. Later he challenged Ingram to a duel 
and Ingram refused to fight him, whereupon Holtham posted notices on 
the court house door (the alcalde's office) and elsewhere denouncing 
Ingram as a coward, a rascal, and a man without honor. He encoun- 
tered Seth Ingram, Ira's brother, just after posting one of these docu- 
ments, and the latter ordered him to remove it. He refused, and Ingram 
killed him. League was in some way, which Austin does not explain, 
an accomplice. Ingram was a man of excellent character, and League 
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the body that the expense of guarding and securing the persons 
of the two prisoners now in confinement has become so consider- 
able as to render it necessary that a different mode of guarding 
them should be adopted. The body then discussed the subject 
and it was agreed upon that inasmuch as the 25th Article of the 
Militia Law of the State provides that the Militia men shall per- 
form the service and duty of guards etc. upon occasions like the 
present, and of different natures, An official letter shall be ad- 
dressed to the Colonel Commandant of the Batallion requiring 
him to furnish the necessary and competent number of Militia to 
perform the duties of guard for the security of the prisoners now 
in confinement, either by classing the whole Militia or by class- 
ing the companies in turn or in such manner as the Col Com- 
mandant may deem the least burthensome, to secure and effect the 
objects desired and the body adjourned 

[p. 51] Thos. Barnett 

Samuel M "Williams 

Secy pro tern 

In the town of San Felipe de Austin on the 1st Novembr 1830 
The Ayuntamto. of the municipality met in regular session 
present Thomas Barnett prest. Jesse H. Cartwright 2d Begidor, 
Walter C. White 3d Begidor and "William Pettus Sindico procu- 
rador. The session was opened by reading the act of the extra- 
ordinary session of the 23d of October last past the proceedings 
of which were confirmed. A [l]etter was presented to the body 
from the Empresario Austin, in which the said Empresario re- 
quests the Ayuntamto. to call on the executive Govt of the state 
thro the Chief of Department to appoint a commissioner, who shall 
in conformity with the colonization law and the contracts of said 
Empresario issue titles of possession to the Settlers for the lands 
which in virtue of said law and contracts they are to receive. The 
subject being fully discussed by the members, it was unanimously 
agreed upon, that, inasmuch as it is well known to [p. 52] the 

was, as we have seen, a member of the ayuntamiento, while Holtham 
was, Austin says, a vagabond. League, however, was extremely unpop- 
ular, and this, combined with the complexity of criminal judicial proced- 
ure, delayed the trial of the defendants for several years, during most of 
which time they were kept under guard without bail. For judicial pro- 
cedure, see The Quarterly, XXI, 250. 
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body that there are a great number of families now within the 
Municipality that have been admitted by the said Empresario as 
colonists under his contracts and who have not yet for the want 
of a commissioner been put in legal possession of the lands they 
occupy and inasmuch as great anxiety is expressed by the settlers 
for the appointment of a commissioner to permanently and legally 
to establish them, the Ayuntamto. orders that an official letter be 
addressd to the Chief of this Department urging in strong terms 
the immediate appointment of a commissioner to put in legal pos- 
session of their lands those settlers under the contracts of the Em- 
presario Austin who are now here and have not reed their titles 
of possession. 

The report of James "Kerr and Jno. H. Scott commissioners for 
surveying and examining a road from the Labaca to the Colorado 
at the place known as Jenning's Crossing was read, approved of 
and ordered to be filed. 

The Ayuntamto. on account of a petition from a number of 
the inhabitants of the precinct of Sanjacinto appointed Henry K. 
Lewis, Amos Edwards, and George M. Patrick Commissioners to 
survey and report the best and most direct rout for a road from 
the town of Harrisburg to Biter's point at the mouth of the San 
Jacinto said report to be presented to the body at the regular 
meeting of the 6th Decemr next. 

The ayunto. then agreed that inasmuch as the commissioners 
who were appointed at the meeting of the 1st Feby last to sur- 
vey and report the most suitable and direct rout for a road from 
this town, to Marion [p. 53] have not yet made their report, that 
George Tennell, Josiah H. Bell, George Huff, Jesse Thompson 
and Joseph Kuykendall be appointed commissioners to survey and 
report said rout and further ordered that a majority of the five 
now appointed shall be sufficient to make the report, which re- 
port must be made at the next regular meeting of the Ayto. 6th 
Decemr next. 

The Ayuntamto. then appointed Samuel Chance, Thomas J. 
Tone, Joseph Mims, Caleb R. Bostic and Moses Morrison as com- 
missioners to review and report the best and most practicable rout 
for a road from the Colorado at Jenning's Crossing to Brazoria, 
which report must be presented at the next regular meeting of the 
6th Decemr next. 
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The Ayuntamto. then discussed the subject of dividing the pre- 
cinct of Bastrop, and ordered that inasmuch as the population of 
that district has very considerably increased, and much inconveni- 
ence experienced by the inhabitants in being obliged to cross from 
the one to the other side of the Brazos River to attend to their 
judicial affairs, that the said precinct be divided in the following 
manner to wit. begining at the crossing of the Cushatte road on 
the East or left bank of the Brazos, thence in a direct line to the 
Atascosito road at a point on said road which shall be four leagues 
from the Brazos river, thence along said road to the divide be- 
tween the San jacinto and Trinity rivers, thence following said 
divide northwardly to the San Antonio Road, thence along said 
road to the Brazos River, thence following the meanders of sd 
River down to the place of beginning; the territory comprised 
within said boundaries shall be called the precinct of VIESCA. 

The precinct of Bastrop shall be comprised [p. 54] within the 
following described limits beginning on the West side of the 
Brazos River at the point where the Cushatte Road crosses, thence 
in a direct line to the divide between Caney Creek and Mill creek, 
thence up said divide to the Labahia road, thence along said 
road to the river Colorado crossing the Colorado and following sd 
road two leagues distant from the River thence up preserving the 
sd distance of two leagues from the River to the San Antonio 
Road, thence along said road to the brazos River, thence down the 
Brazos River following its meanders to the place of begining 

The Ayuntamto after discussing the subject ordered that the 
line of the present precinct of Victoria be altered as follows : from 
Newmans camp on the Bernard the line shall run to the head of 
Big Greek in a direct line from said Camp, thence down Big 
Creek, with its meanders to its mouth, in the Brazos, up the 
Brazos River to the lower line of Wm. Mortons League, along said 
lower line North to the N. E. Corner of sd. Mortons league thence 
in a line eastwardly to the old Eastern boundary of said precinct. 

The Ayuntamto. agreed that on account of the scarcity of money 
in this Municipality, which renders the prospect of raising a suffi- 
ciency for the purpose of building a Jail very doubtful, cattle at 
cash price will be taken on loan under the same conditions as was 
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offered for ready money by the Ayuntamto. on the 13 of the last 
past September. 

[p. 55] The Ayuntamto. taking into consideration that the 
time for holding the municipal elections as required by the 97 
article of law No. 37 is fast approaching, and in order to give 
due notice throughout the whole extent of the Municipality of 
the time and place of said elections as also the number and de- 
scription of Municipal officers to be elected ordered that notice be 
given in the next and following numbers of the Texas Gazette of 
the said elections and also that sd elections will be held at the 
following described places for the purpose of electing an Alcalde 
to serve for the year 1831. Two Eegidors and one Sindico pro- 
curador for the ayunto. of next year and also for the election of a 
Commissario and Sindico in each one of the several precincts of 
the municipality. 

1st At the town of Austin to be presided by the Alcalde. 

At Henry Jones' to be presided by Walter C. White Regid 

At Bolivar to be presided by Shubael Marsh Sindico 

At Brazoria to be presided by John Austin Comisario 

At Jesse H. Cartwrights presided by said Cartwright Regid 

At Harrisburg to be presided by Saml. 0. Hirams Comiso 

At Caleb Wallaces to be presided by Wm. Pettus Sindico po. 

At Jno. P. Coles to be presided by said Jno P. Coles 

At Wm Bartons to be presided by Mosea Rousseau 

At Rawson Alleys to be presided by said Alley 

At Rameys gin to be presided by Jno. Huff Comisario 

At R. H. Williams to be presided by Vandorn [Vandoin] 

Sindico 
At James Kerrs to be presided by Said Kerr 
At Gonzales to be presided by the comisario of that place 

the elections shall be held at the above places in conformity with 
the before mentioned 97th article of Law No. 37 on Sunday the 
12th and Monday the 13th of the month of decemr next, and the 
returns made agreeably to the provissions thereof — and further 
the Ayunto. ordered that the notice for the elections shall also de- 
scribe the names of the different precincts and the number and 
class of municipal officers to be elected. 
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The Ayuntamto. then discussed the subject of regulating the 
measure in general and Qustomary [p. 56] use among the Colonists 
for grain etc. the bushel measure for the purpose of having it 
regulated by some known standard, as at this time the size of 
such measures is almost as various as the number of them exist- 
ing in the Municipality. The Ayuntamto. ordered that inasmuch 
as there are no standard measures of this state within this mu- 
nicipality, and as almost all grain and other articles that are sold 
or exchanged that are measured are measured in what are termed 
bushel measure, that the standard measure for a bushel shall be 
2150 2/5 cubic inches, or eight gallons dry measure each gallon 
containing 268 4/5 cubic inches. 

The day being spent in this session and there being some further 
business to transact the ayuntamto. adjourned until tomorrow at 
ten oclock. 

Thos. Barnett 
Samuel M Williams 

Srio. Intno. 



